
That is just one of the comments that I have heard about Sweet-

grass lately.  Have you noticed all of the work that has gone into 

making our neighborhood a more welcoming place to come home 

to?  After many years of planning, the stars aligned and the plans 

became reality.  Read about it inside!   

Sweetgrass continues to be a great place to live.  Great location, in 

the heart of bustling Mt. Pleasant, while remaining a quiet, safe and 

welcoming neighborhood.  There have been several homes sold, old 

neighbors have moved on and new neighbors have arrived.  Please 

make it a point to get to know those around you better!  Let’s all do 

what we can to continue to make Sweetgrass an awesome place to 

live!!   

If interested in getting more involved is what goes on in Sweet-

grass, please reach out to any of the people listed on the back and 

we will get you plugged in! 

Make it a Great Day! 

Michael Hunter 

This  Looks l ike a New Neighborhood!  
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July 4th Kid’s Parade  and 
Sweetgrass Meet and 
Greet 

Last year’s children’s parade on the 

4th of July was so successful that 
we will be doing it again. So deco-
rate your bikes, wagons, strollers 

and yourself! It’s also a great time 

for community residents to meet 
and get acquainted with their 
neighbors, old and newcomers, as 
well as celebrate our Independ-
ence. 

As before,  the children will start 
their parade at the 1300 Horseshoe 
Bend cul-de-sac at 9:15 AM  We 
will ALL meet at the front fountain 
for coffee, juice, donuts and pas-
tries at 9:30   Raffle and decoration 
prizes will be awarded. Please 
come and join us for a patriotic 
start of the day! 



One of the board’s directives this year was to beautify our front en-

trance.  As you may have noticed, a lot of activity has taken place over 

the past several months.  The first step was to remove all of the dead 

and diseased Hawthorns and Junipers and replace them with a variety 

of more disease resistant plants that would work well in our part of the 

country.   At the same time, it was determined that we needed to re-

place all of the old electrical wiring.  It had been damaged last fall due 

to a short.  We took this opportunity to replace the old lights with en-

ergy efficient LED lights.  We also upgraded to higher quality, longer 

lasting fixtures.  All of the old outlets were replaced with safer GFI 

outlets that meet current code requirements.  With all of this, we also 

had to take care as to not damage the existing irrigation system.  All of 

this effort required coordination between the various contractors and 

the public works department and was overseen by our Landscaping 

Committee.  The work effort took about 4 months to complete, once 

the original plans were approved by the landscaping sub-committee, 

and the contractors were able to establish a timetable to fit this into 

their work schedule.  We also had some weather issues to deal with.  

The majority of the plants used in this project were perennials.  Three 

areas, the very 

front of the is-

land and the small areas in front of each of the 

Sweetgrass signs will be planted with seasonal an-

nuals.  

We have received many compliments by home own-

ers and visitors to our neighborhood on how nice it 

looks and once the plants get adjusted to their new 

settings, it will only become more lush and beauti-

ful.  Thanks to all the HOA committee members 

who participated in this project and to our Land-

scaping contractor (The Greenery) for helping in the 

design and selection of the plants that we used. 

In other areas, we were able to have the Triple 

Washingtonian Palm tree trimmed that is located on 

the island at the beginning of Horse Shoe Bend. Be-

cause of the Palms height, it is very difficult and 

expensive to keep it maintained in an orderly fash-

ion, so the board is looking into an alternate ways to 

address this issue.  

Buddy Mullan  - Landscaping Chair
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Landscaping Beautification Project  
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NEXTDOOR—-DO YOU KNOW YOUR NEIGHBORS???  

“A perfect summer day is when the sun is shining, the 

breeze is blowing, the birds are singing, and the lawn 

mower is broken!!” James Dent 

How do you find out what is happening in Sweetgrass?  Are you interested in 

what is happening in our surrounding communities?  Are you interested in 

what the Town of Mt Pleasant is up to or the police department? 

As most of you know, social media is growing and getting stronger everyday. 

It is not a fad, and is not going away!  While there are those that have no 

desire to learn how social media works, there are a lot of people that get 

news from their phones and computers.  NEXTDOOR was designed from the 

ground up with the specific communication needs of a neighborhood in mind.  

There are many things that it offers that are far and above a newsletter or a 

mailing list.   

-NEXTDOOR offers a neighborhood directory.  Each user has a profile page, 

making it possible for you to really get to know your neighbors.   

-There is neighborhood map.  It shows who lives at each property. 

-You can communicate with people just in Sweetgrass, or you can talk to those around us.  Got 

a question about who is a good pressure washing company?  Post it and wait for everyone to 

send you recommendations! 

-You can manage the types of info you want to get.  Do you just want to know what is happen-

ing in Sweetgrass or on our surrounding neighborhoods?  Change your settings to show ex-

actly what kind of notices you want to receive. 

-There is an URGET ALERT feature.  Missing a pet?  Were you stalked by a coyote on your 

morning walk?  Let everyone know quickly. 

-You can set up events on a calendar with RSVP functionality.  Be on the lookout for things 

that are happening in Sweetgrass. 

-There is a classified section as well as a Crime and Safety section.  The Mt. Pleasant Police is 

a very active user of NEXTDOOR. 

-For those on the go, there is a mobile APP as well-both iPhone and 

Android.  

NEXTDOOR IS SET UP FOR SWEETGRASS!!!  SEE THE LAST PAGE FOR 

Did you know 

that 29% of 

Americans know 

only a few of 

their neighbors 

and 28% KNOW 

NONE OF THEIR 

NEIGHBORS BY 

NAME!!! 

WELCOME NEW NEIGHBORS!! 

Dawson Smith and Catherine 
Hunter 

Jason and Sarah Conrad 

Kyle Bruton and Kristin Olles 
John and Patricia Glaser 

Tanner and Staci Bacon 

John Mooney and Chris Lacey 

Katherine Tabor 



NOTES FROM THE ARB 

 If you're planning to make any changes to the outside of your
home, you will most likely need to submit an ABR form.  The 
ARB committee will provide you an answer within a few days 
of receiving the request. The only time it will take longer is if 
I'm out of town and even then I'll forward it to one of my com-
mittee members who will make the decision.  Forms can be 
found at the HOA website, www.sweetrgrasshoa.com 

 It’s that time again!!  Get that house pressure washed!!

 Parking on the street at night is not allowed.  It creates a haz-
ard and could make it difficult for emergency vehicles to get
where they need to go.

 Yard waste needs to go to the street the night before pick up.
Recycle s every two weeks.  Trash and debris are handled
weekly.

You may have seen the new Doggie Stations that are around the 

neighborhood.  There are four that have been strategically placed in the 
common areas.  If you are walking a dog, PLEASE USE THE STATIONS!  
Please be courteous to your neighbors and clean up after your pet. Also, 

please make sure that your pet is leashed at all times!  

Page 4 

Doggie Stations 

One of the 

four 

stations 

that have 

been 

installed. 

BOAT YARD NEWS 
-All boat slips are now filled.  
-2015-2016 fee of $200 are due July 1.  
-All registration papers and money must be turned 
in to A+  
Property Management.  
-Any money or complete registration not returned 
by July 31  will incur a late fee of $25.  
-Any boat not fully registered and fees paid will be 
removed and put in storage as of August 31. The 
boat owner will be responsible for all fees in-
curred. 
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Ponds, Ponds and more Ponds!!  

 A lot has happened this year with the ponds in the neighborhood!  At the front of the 
neighborhood, the old fountain lights were replaced with new, LED fixtures.  They are 
much more efficient and easier to maintain than the old model.  About three years ago, 
the fountain had to be modified due to the issues that we were having with low water lev-
els.  At that time, the original fountain lights were modified to fit the angled pump plat-
form.  Over time the fixtures had become rusted and were a constant maintenance prob-
lem.  The new LED lights are energy efficient, long lasting, lightweight, and fit our current 
fountain configuration.  If you have not noticed, it also has the ability to display a multi-
tude of colors with a push of a button.  No more pulling the fountain out of the pond to 
change lenses for the different seasons!!  Some of color combos already in the system are; 
The 4th of July, New Year’s, Thanksgiving, Hanukkah, Christmas and Mardi Gras, just to 
name a few.  Since installed, we have received numerous compliments about the new 
lights and as far as we know, Sweetgrass is the only neighborhood in the state that has 
implemented this new technology.  Check them out if you get a chance!!    

We have also installed a floating island in Pond #5 (Falling Creek Circle) to help filter some 
bad minerals out of the water, an issue we are trying to correct in this pond. For those of 
you that are not familiar with a floating Island, it is a bed of aquatic perennial plants that 
are crusted together to form an island that is then anchored in the  pond. The island is 
really beautiful and is very helpful to the water quality in our ponds. We are planning on 
installing more of these in our other ponds in the future. 

We have also recently in-
stalled a Wetland Carpet 
on the pond bank at our 
front entrance to be used 
as an example of a way for 
homeowner’s to address 
pond bank erosion on 
their property.  (cont.) 



2015 BOARD INFORMATION 

MICHAEL HUNTER-PRESIDENT 

MICHAEL.HUNTER@FERGUSON.COM 

843-200-3263 

JR NELSON-PONDS 

JRNELSON1945@GMAIL.COM 

843-330-3457 

TROY DRAUGHN-ARB 

TROYDRAUGHN@BELLSOUTH.NET 

843-729-4744 

JIM MEISTER-BOAT YARD 

BRAUME1@BELLSOUTH.NET 

843-532-1466 

BUDDY MULLAN-LANDSCAPING 

BUDDYMULLAN@YAHOO.COM 

843-303-0925 

ALICE WILLIAMS-SOCIAL 

ASWILLIAMS1220@GMAIL.COM 

843-388-1390 
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Ponds-Continued 

A Wetland Carpet is aquatic plants that are imbedded into a rope-like fixture.  It is staked on the pond bank 

to help hold the soil in place.  While helping with erosion, it also helps keep bad stuff in runoff from getting 

into the water.  Plant varieties depend on the type of wildlife that frequents that particular area. 

Other activities have included the stocking of Tilapia in most of the ponds with more grass carp coming in 

the near future.  These guys help keep the Duckweed and Algae under control.  In some areas, we have re-

cently had to spray. We would rather not spray, but count on more natural methods to control these prob-

lems!  

Some current issues that have been reported to me by both property owners and by our Ponds Management 

Company have been with the Canadian Geese.  People have complained about having them on their property 

because of the mess they make.  Geese not only cause problems above ground, but in the water as well.  A 

goose is a living poop machine, up to 92 times a day!  The added phosphate feeds the algae and bad vegeta-

tion that then grows in the ponds.  We have tried various methods and devices to resolve this issue but none 

have been very successful. We will keep working on this until we find a workable solution. Please, if given 

an opportunity, DO NOT FEED THE GEESE!!!.    

Jr Nelson – Ponds Chair 

Managed by: A+ Property Management, 1135 Bowman Road, #529A, PO Box 1903, Mt. 

Pleasant. SC 29465  843-856-6556 




